
Regarding the food material (school lunch) cost 
following free childcare at early childhood

With regard to the cost of food materials (school lunch expenses), it will continue to be borne by 
guardians even after the conversion to free childcare.

Breakdown of parental burden: Until September 2019

Certification category 1

Staple food cost

Side meal cost

Nursery school fee

Certification category 2

Staple food cost

Nursery school fee

*Includes side meals

Guardian’s
responsibility

Actual cost 
collection Actual cost

collection

Breakdown of parental burden: from October 2019

Certification category 1 & 2
(Common throughout kindergartens and nursery schools, etc.)

Staple food cost

Nursery school fee
No charge

Side meal cost

Guardian’s
responsibility

Actual cost 
collection

You will be required to pay for
the staple food and side meal
expenses together.

* Side meals such as side dishes and snacks are exempted for children after the third child and
children in households with an annual income of less than 3.6 million yen.

* For Certification category 3 (0 to 2 years old children), there is no change from the current
system, because the target of free childcare is limited to resident tax-exempt households.

Inquiry: Childcare Institutions Management Division, Children's Services Department
029-883-1111 (switchboard)

▶ https://www.city.tsukuba.lg.jp/kosodate/oshirase/1007645.html (in Japanese)

Certification 
category 2

(Nursery schools, 
etc.) 

Childcare fees that do not include food
material costs (side meal costs) will
become free of charge.

Certification 
category 1

(Kindergarten etc.) 

Guardian’s 
responsibility

* In the case of kindergartens, guardians
will be responsible for any portion of
the childcare fee that exceeds the free
cap (¥25,700 per month).


