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In Japan, facilities for preschool children include day care centers (hoikuen),
kindergartens (yochien), and centers for early childhood and care (kodomoen).
If you are expecting a child or have preschool children, you might be

unsure about which facilities you can use or how to choose the right one.

This issue will help address these concerns and explain about day care centers
(hoikuen) and kindergartens.(yochien).

What is the difference between hoikuen (or hoikusho) and yochien ?

Day Care Center (Hoikuen) Kindergarten (Yochien)

From what age can
children attend?

Function

Childcare/Teaching
hours per day

Opening hours

Type

Childcare fee

¥ Additional fees such
as fees for learning
materials and food will
be charged. The total
amount varies by day
care center.

From O years old until entering elementary
school

Provides daytime childcare for families who
are unable to take care of their child due to
reasons such as work, studies, pregnancy,
childbirth, or caring for a family member.

8 or 11 hours (in general)

7:30 AM - 18:30 PM (approximate)
Varies by day care center

Licensed (public, private) and non-licensed
(private)

[Licensed day care center]

0-2 years old: Determined by Tsukuba City
From 3 years old: ¥0

[Non-licensed day care center)
Determined by each hoikuen

(Free of charge for households that meet
eligibility requirements)

From 3 years old until entering
elementary school

Provides education for children

before they enter elementary
school

Around 4 hours

9:00 AM - 14:00 PM
(approximate)

Public and private

¥0

What is certified center for early childhood and care (nintei Kodomoen) ?

This facility combines the functions of day care center (hoikuen) and kindergarten (yochien).
*From the 3-year-old class onward, children can continue attending the same facility even if
there are changes in their caregivers’ situation, such as starting or leaving a job.

*Important point: The place to apply differs depending on whether you are unable to provide
daytime care due to work or study or not. ¢Refer to the flowchart (P4)
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The difference between licensed and non-licensed day care center

(hoikuen).
A licensed hoikuen is a day care facility that meets national standards and is authorized by the prefectural
governor. It operates using public funds provided by Tsukuba City.

Licensed day care center Non-licensed day care center
(ninka hoikuen) (ninka-gai hoikuen)

License Obtained Not obtained

The caregiver is unable to take care of
the child due to work, medical condition, Determined by each day care center
or caring cfor a family member

Requirements for
caregivers

Where to apply Tsukuba City At the day care facility

Childcare fee
S Additional fees
such as fees for

learning materials 0-2 years old: Determined by the Determined by each day care center
§ ma municipality based on income (Free of charge for households that meet
and food will be i S J
From 3 years old: ¥0 eligibility requirements)

charged. The total
amount varies by day
care center.

April
enroliment

Applying to Licensed Day Care Center (Hoikuen)

@If you want to enroll your child in day care center (hoikuen) from April, applications
start in the fall of the previous year. (For example, if you want to use hoikuen starting
in April 2025, applications will begin on November 1, 2024.)

Results
@ Around January 2025
I I I Enroliment at other
| I I times of the year
November 2024 April 2025
Application start for Enrollment

April 2025 enrollment

@If you want to enroll your child in day care center (hoikuen) at other times of the
year, please confirm the application period from the city’s website.

|[Important ]

*You can enroll your child at other times of the year as well, but April typically has the most vacancies at day
Icare centers (hoikuen).

I % You may not always be able to enroll your child in your preferred day care center (hoikuen) in Tsukuba City, as
I those in the city center are very popular. When applying, you can choose multiple day care centers (hoikuen), so
| it's advisable to select several options.

:*If you are unable to secure a spot in a licensed day care center (hoikuen), you have the option to temporarily
use a non-licensed day care center (hoikuen) while staying waitlisted for a licensed hoikuen. (You need to inform
|the City Hall that you would like to stay waitlisted.)




Day Care Center (Hoikuen) and Kindergarten (Yochien)

Kindergarten (Yochien)
Public kindergarten | Private kindergarten Eate e QiR T
(yochien) (yochien) kindergartens

Requirements for Parents None

Where to apply Each kindergarten

Usage fee

*Additional fees such as fees for .

learning materials and food will ¥0 DIEEEMITNEE 3 el

be charged. The total amount AEETGEIEEn

varies by kindergarten.

Application for Public Kindergartens ( Yochien)

If you wish to enroll your child in kindergarten in April, application begins in the fall of the previous year
(around the end of October).

Please check the city's website for application details and required documents.

If the number of applications exceeds the number of openings, the following rules will apply
(DPriority is given to a child who lives in the area designated by the city.
@)If the number of children further exceeds the limit, random draws will be made.

For a kindergarten that has yet to reach its maximum enrollment capacity, it will accept applications for

enrollment at any time during the school year.
Please contact the kindergarten of your choice directly for availability and enrollment procedures.

Steps to apply for Day Care Center (Hoikuen) or Kindergarten ( Yochien)

% Step 1 Search for Day Care Center (Hoikuen)/Kindergarten (Yochien)
Imagine your child's daily life after they start attending day care center (hoikuen) or
kindergarten (yochien) and consider which facilities you would be able to send your child
to, for example, on your commuting route.

Also, you should check the policy and philosophy of the facilities.

The Childcare Institutions Management Division of Tsukuba City Hall offers consultation
on childcare services by a childcare concierge. For details, please check the website.

% Step 2 Visit the Day Care Center (Hoikuen)/ Kindergarten (Yochien)
Visit the day care center (hoikuen)/kindergarten (yochien) you have shortlisted.
Contact the school in advance to enquire whether a visit is possible and make an
appointment.

% Step 3 Prepare Required Documents
Prepare the documents required for the application.
Some documents may take time to obtain such as an employment certificate (shuro shomeisho), which
you need to request your workplace to issue.

Start preparing as soon as possible.

% Step 4 Apply for Day Care Center (Hoikuen)/ Kindergarten (Yochien)

You can apply online for licensed day care centers (hoikuen). If it is difficult to apply online, please bring the
necessary documents to the Childcare Institutions Management of Tsukuba City Hall.

Please ask the respective facility for non-licensed day care centers (hoikuen) and kindergartens (yochien).
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Day care centers (hoikuen)/kindergarten (yochien) flowchart
Please check which facilities you can apply to.

Age of child

2Age as of April 15t of school year of entry

[ 0-2 years old [ 3-5 years old }

!

Parent’s working/studying*

status

Parent’s working/studying*®
status

One parent is Both parents are

working or studying* working/studying* or
single-parent household

Both parents are
working/studying* or
single-parent household

Hours at work/school per
month

Less than 60 hours Less than 60 hours
60 hours and more 60 hours and more

\ 4 / v v l
K Temporary /Catergory: San-gO\ /Category: Ichi-go / Category: Ni-go \

One parent is
working or studying*

Hours at work/school per

month

childcare services nintei (35337E) nintei (1 5387E) nintei (25837E)
available.

o _ Full-day childcare Half-day* childcare Full-day childcare
Find information for services at licensed services at yochien or services at licensed
temporary childcare hoikuen or kodomoen available hoikuen or kodomoen
services [E]@ kodomoen available (*Some facilities offer available
here. g @Apply to longer service hours) @Apply to

Tsukuba City @Apply to each Tsukuba City

- _‘.::: :: . N\ ey

Services at non-licensed day care center are available to all households.
(Contact each center for more details)

'~

* Note: Studying status applies to students at schools run by national and public institutions or by
educational corporations. Please confirm in advance.

Note from translator/ ZIRE D' 56—

Autumn in Tsukuba is such a beautiful season to be outside — much do to all of its colors. Golden rice fields,
orange persimmons ripening in people’s yards, fiery red momiji (maple) and vibrant yellow ichio (ginkgo) leaves,
all contrasted against a wide blue sky. Why not take a walk or bike ride around the neighborhood to explore the
colors that autumn brings?
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