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The City of Bochum

Nordrhein-Westfalen, Germany

Partnership Agreement 25th November, 2019
Population : Approx. 371,000

Area : Approx.145kn
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The City of Bochum, Nordrhein-Westfalen, Germany, is located in the
east of the Rhine river, with an area of about 145 square kilometers and
a population of about 371,000. It was established as a city in 1321.
From the 19th century up to the 1970s Bochum used to be a mining
city and home of heavy industries. Nowadays Bochum has more than
15.000 companies and its nine higher education institutions, including
Ruhr University Bochum, are leading academic promotion and urban
development with cutting-edge technology. In 2009, Healthcare Campus
Bochum was established that houses universities, research institutes,
public administrations and companies in the health care sector. Bochum
now is engaged in town development that makes full use of healthcare
(especially Smart Health), cyber security and so on. Bochum also focuses
on urban development using the Opel automobile plant site that was
closed in 2014. This area - called Mark 51°7 - is now one of the most
innovative areas in Germany.

With close to 40 percent green and forest areas and a lot of cultural
highlights and festivals Bochum has a lot to offer to its residents and
visitors.

Furthermore, Cyberdyne Co., Ltd., a venture led by the University of
Tsukuba and headquartered in Tsukuba, established Cyberdyne Care
Robotics, Inc. in the City of Bochum in 201 3. It was founded for the
purpose of functional improvement treatment for patients with cranial
neuromuscular diseases including spinal cord injury and cerebral stroke.
It functions as their hub for the European market.

Rhur University Bochum and the University of Tsukuba have collaborated
in various fields such as urban development, health care, and plasma
science. They have signed an agreement for academic exchanges and
cooperation in 2007 at the department level, and then it was renewed in
2016 to cover the entire universities. The Cities of Bochum and Tsukuba
have concluded a partnership agreement on November 25, 2019 to
support the collaborative projects initiated by both universities, and to
develop collaboration between the two cities such as solving social issues
and industrial development through social implementation of science and
technology and sustainable development.



